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Question: What do you understand by 'State-sponsored Terrorism'?
Answer:
Introduction:

In simple terms, when a Sovereign State directly or indirectly provides its
support, funding, weapons, or training to terrorist groups to achieve its
political or strategic objectives against another country, it is called
'State-sponsored Terrorism'.

This is the most lethal form of terrorism because a terrorist organization is
backed by the power, resources, and intelligence agencies of an entire
country.

Key Characteristics of State-sponsored Terrorism
This concept can be better understood through the following points:
1. Financial and Military Support

Terrorist groups are directly provided with massive amounts of money,
modern weapons, explosives, and communication equipment by the state.
This increases their striking power many times over.

2. Safe Havens and Training

The sponsoring country allows terrorists to run 'safe houses' and training
camps on its soil. Often, its own military or intelligence agencies provide
these terrorists with training in warfare and infiltration.

3. 'Proxy War"

When a country is not in a position to engage in a Direct War with another
country or wants to avoid the costs and international pressure of war, it
takes the help of terrorists. This is called 'Proxy War,' where terrorists act
as the 'soldiers' of that state.



4. Plausible Deniability

The biggest characteristic of state-sponsored terrorism is that the
sponsoring country always denies its involvement in these activities. It
claims that these '‘Non-state actors' are working on their own accord and
have no connection with the state.

Objectives of State-sponsored Terrorism

Why does any country support terrorism? The following strategic reasons
lie behind it:

e Destabilizing the Neighboring Country: To disrupt development
and spread internal unrest.

e Low-Cost Warfare: Fighting a war through terrorists is cheaper
compared to a regular army.

e Regional Dominance: To expand its sphere of influence.

e Spread of Religion or Ideology: To promote radical ideology.

India's Experience and Global Examples

¢ India and Pakistan: India has long been a victim of 'Cross-border
Terrorism' sponsored by Pakistan. Evidence of the involvement of
Pakistan's intelligence agency ISl in terrorist activities in Jammu and
Kashmir and other parts of India has been presented to the world.

e Other Examples: Iran is often accused of supporting groups like
'Hezbollah' in Lebanon. Similarly, Libya and Afghanistan (during the
Taliban regime) have been examples in the past.

Conclusion

State-sponsored terrorism is the biggest threat to international peace
and security. It is a clear violation of international law and the UN Charter.
Until the world's countries stop dividing terrorism into ‘good’ and ‘bad’
terrorism and impose strict economic sanctions (like the FATF's Grey List)



on sponsoring countries, a solution to this problem will not be possible.
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